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When is too early to make a pre-
emergence herbicide application?

As farms grow and spring planting windows continue to be compact and chaotic, can we apply our
pre emergent herbicides ~2 weeks before we plant? Short answer, yes! But there are watch outs

What is the risk of early herbicide What are the benefits of early

applications? herbicide applications?

« [f youmake applications too early youcanreduce e« Givesyou more time to get across all your
the amount of time your residual will last through acres with herbicides that HAVE to be applied
the season pre emerge.

» Ifyoudo tillage after'your herbicide application « Early applications can allow more time for
you run the risk of streaking/burying your activating rains to incorporate the herbicides
herbicide too deep causing the herbicide to lose which minimizes the risk of PPO herbicide
residual control of waterhemp and other tough splash burn
weeds « As springs warm up faster and waterhemp

« Aggressive set trash whippers on planters can emerges earlier, early applications give
move your herbicide out of the row and cause herbicides a chance to get incorporated into
waterhemp and other weeds to emerge near crop the soil solution and control waterhemp before
making them more difficult to control the first flush comes through

How to have success with early applications of herbicides on Soybeans

Target 10-14 days prior to the planting date at the earliest. If planting gets delayed, don’t worry,
just make sure you base your post application timing off the pre-application. Example. An April 15th
herbicide application and rain delay causes a May 10 soybean planting date, a post application with
more residual should be applied around June 5th. Base your post application timing off the calendar,
not crop height/stage. My target for applying a residual post application around ~30-35 Days.
Choose the correct herbicide mixes. Zidua SC or Dual Magnum based premixes/tankmixes with
PPO herbicides such as Authority/Valor are the best mixes if you are going to apply early. These
products have long half lives and are not as susceptible to degradation from the environment.
Premixes include Authority Supreme, Zidua PRO, Fierce brands, and Broadaxe XC. Use higher rates!
Try to avoid tillage after applications. Tillage will bury the herbicide deeper than you want.
Remember, Waterhemp predominantly emerges from less than 1" down, so you want to keep as
much of the herbicide as possible in that top 1". DO NOT make Vertical till/high speed disk passes
after a herbicide application, these tillage tools will streak your herbicide and cause unfavorable
weed control

Adjust trash whippers. Do not have trash whippers set too aggressive, this will move your herbicide
out of the row resulting in weeds emerging next to the crop making them more challenging to
control
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